
CHERRY MARMALADE 
Designed by Tanya Wade 

 
This loose and light tank has a mesh lace bottom and a garter stitch panel up the front for 
visual interest. Reverse crochet around the armholes and neckline add a finished touch. 
 
Go as bare as you dare with the mesh lace – I suggest wearing a color-coordinating tank 
top under Cherry Marmalade for modesty, or if you dare, use it as a beach cover-up or let 
the lace show bare! 
 

 
Gauge: 17 stitches over 4 inches in st/st 
             20 stitches over 4 inches in mesh lace 
Sizes: Small, Medium, Large (36”, 38”, 40” 
bust) 
 
MATERIALS: Hand-dyed Henry’s Attic 
Newport Cotton, 415 yards, and Blue Heron 
Rayon Metallic, 550 yds. (color: Strawberry). 
Use one strand of each held together 
throughout pattern. If Newport Cotton is 
unavailable to hand-dye, other suggestoins 
include Shaeffer Laurel. 
 
One pair U.S. Size 8 needles. 
 
SMALL: One hank of Rayon Metallic and 
SLIGHTLY over one hank of Newport 
Cotton needed – if you eliminate short-row 
shaping at bust, you may be able to get away 
with just one hank of the Newport Cotton, but 
I’d advise getting two hanks, JUST IN 

CASE!! 
MEDIUM and LARGE: Two hanks each Rayon Metallic and Newport Cotton. 
 
Feel free to use different colors to create new and different combinations. Because I 
mixed two variegated yarns, I had no problems with pooling – I didn’t pull from different 
ends of the skeins every other row. If you are concerned about pooling and want to use 
this technique, you can, but I don’t feel it’s necessary. 
SIZING TIP: This is a slightly oversized garment, so if you are vacillating between 
making a small and a medium, consider adding bust darts by incorporating short-row 
shaping – this way, you can make the small with ample room for the bust area, and have a 
slightly closer fit. 
To add short rows: At the point where your bust is fullest on the front, knit to the last 
three stitches; *wrap and turn, purl to the last three stitches, wrap and turn; knit back to 
last four stitches; continue from *. 

 



For a C cup, I suggest wrapping 6 stitches per side. 
For a D cup, I suggest wrapping 8 stitches per side. 
When you have wrapped 6 (8) stitches on each side, knit back, and pick up your wraps as 
you encounter them on each side. 
BACK: 
C/O 69 (77, 85) stitches. Work 4 rows in garter stitch 
Then, switch to mesh lace pattern. 
 
Row 1: k2, *yo, k2tog. Repeat from * to last stitch, k1. 
Row 2: PURL 
Row 3: k1, *slip 1, k1, psso, yo. Repeat from * to last two stitches, k2. 
Row 4: PURL 
 
TIP: The first two stitches of row 1 and the last two stitches of row 3 help form a 
selvedge that will make seaming easier. Every few rows, stop and count to make sure 
your stitch count is correct – this will save you having to rip out rows if it’s off. 
 
Continue in mesh lace pattern until mesh lace portion measures 7” (8”, 9”). 
NOTE: You can make the mesh lace portion longer regardless of your size, just make 
sure you have enough yarn (for every size, I suggest two hanks of each). This top was 
designed to fit slightly cropped, at the natural waist – adding to the length of the mesh 
lace will make it hit at hip length. 
 
Purl all stitches next row. Work five more rows in garter stitch (PURL EVERY ROW), 
or until right side facing. 
 
Knit one row, purl one row. You are now knitting in stockinette stitch. 
 
ARMHOLE DECREASES: Bind off five stitches at beginning of next two rows. 
Bind off three stitches at beginning of next two rows. 
 
MEDIUM: Reduce one stitch, each side, next row and following alt. row. 
LARGE: Reduce one stitch, each side, next row and following  two alt. row. 
 
Continue in st/st until back from armhole shaping measures 7 ½ ” (7 ½ ”, 8) inches.  
 
Prepare your shoulders for three-needle bind-off: Knit 10 (12, 14)  stitches (place on 
stitch holder to work later), bind off center 33 (33, 35) stitches, knit 10 (12, 14)stitches. 
 
Work these 10 (12, 14) stitches for three more rows, then put on stitch holder. 
 
Return to the 10 (12, 14) stitches on first stitch holder, rejoin yarn, work for three more 
rows and place on stitch holder. 
 
FRONT: Work as for back until six rows of garter stitch for under-bust are complete. 
Then, put CENTER NINE STITCHES between stitch holders and continue to PURL 



THESE STITCHES FOR THE ENTIRETY OF THE FRONT, UNTIL BIND-OFF. This 
gives you the decorative center garter panel. 
 
*For a deeper neckline, you may want to do your shoulder shaping when the front is 1/2” 
shorter than the back.  
 
Prepare shoulders for three-needle bind-off same as back. 
 
FINISHING: Join shoulders with three-needle bind-off. Sew side seams up to armholes 
by seaming sides of mesh-lace on the selvedge you’ve created. 
 
NECKLINE: Using either both strands of yarn together, or double-stranding the Blue 
Heron Rayon Metallic, crochet a row of single crochet around the neck edge using an H 
hook. Then, do one row of reverse-single crochet (crab stitch). 
 
ARMHOLES: As for neckline. 
 
Weave in all ends. 
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